






On October 20, 2009, electors 
in Inverness and Antigonish 
will vote in a By-Election

You may  
be eligible  
to vote

John, a first year student from New Brunswick
John is a first year student at NSCC – Strait Campus.  
John is 18 years old.  John is from Moncton, New 
Brunswick and moved into an apartment in Port 
Hawkesbury on September 1.  John attended high 
school in Moncton, and took the year off last year to 
work in his family’s business in Moncton.  John was living 
in his family home in Moncton on March 16, 2009.
	
Is John entitled to vote in this by-election?   
No, John was a resident of New Brunswick in 
March 2009, and does not meet the 6 month 
residency requirement.

	
Jeff, a fourth year student from Newfoundland
Jeff is 30 years old and is married.  Jeff is from St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, and Jeff’s wife and son live in 
the family home in St. John’s.  Jeff has been atten ding 
NSCC – Strait Campus for a year, and lives in an 
apartment in Port Hawkesbury.  He travels back and 
forth to his home in St. John’s as often as his studies 
allow.   Jeff considers his ordinary residence to be 
in St. John’s and voted by absentee ballot in the last 
Newfoundland & Labrador provincial election.  

Is Jeff entitled to vote in the by-election?   
No, Jeff’s ordinary residence is in St. John’s 
and it is not possible to have more than one 
ordinary residence.

Alicia, a first year student from Truro, Nova Scotia 
Alicia is 18 years old, and a cosmetology student  
at NSCC – Strait Campus.   Alicia has rented an  
apartment in Port Hawkesbury for the year. Alicia  
attended high school in Truro, Nova Scotia and lived 
in her family home in Truro last year.  Alicia was  
living at her family home in March, 2009.

Is Alicia entitled to vote in this by-election? 
Yes, Alicia was a resident of Nova Scotia six 
months ago and is eligible to vote in this  
by-election.

 

Judy, a second year student from Halifax
Judy is 20 years old and a student registered at  
NSCC – Strait Campus.  Judy has rented a  
basement apartment in Mulgrave for the past  
year.  Mulgrave is in the electoral district of  
Guysborough – Sheet Harbour.
 
Is Judy eligible to vote in the By-election?   
No, you vote where you live.  Guysborough – 
Sheet Harbour is not having an election  
at this time.
	

Jennifer, a fourth year student from Toronto, Ontario 
Jennifer is originally from Toronto, Ontario.  Jennifer 
has been attending NSCC – Strait Campus for a year 
and has an apartment in Port Hawkesbury where she 
has lived for the past two years.  Jennifer has visited 
her family in Toronto each year, and has spent the last 
three summers working in British  Columbia before 
returning to school in Port Hawkesbury.  Jennifer 
considers Port Hawkesbury to be her home now, and 
no longer considers her family home in Ontario to be 
her primary residence.  

	
Is Jennifer entitled to vote in the by-election?  
Yes, Jennifer has adopted Port Hawkesbury, 
Nova Scotia as her ordinary residence.

	
Bill, a second year student from Antigonish
Bill is 20 years old and a registered student at NSCC 
– Strait Campus.  His family home and place of 
ordinary residence is Ponquet in the electoral district 
of Antigonish.  While at NSCC, Bill lives in an  
apartment in Port Hawkesbury.

Is Bill eligible to vote in the By-election?  
Yes.  Moreover, Bill is eligible to vote in either 
Inverness or Antigonish but not both.

Scenarios to help you determine if, as a student, you are ordinarily 
resident and whether you can vote in the current by-election.



To vote, an  
individual must:
 

be eighteen years of age, or will attain that  
age on or before ordinary polling day October 20, 2009; 
	
be a Canadian citizen on or before  ordinary polling day; 
	
have been ordinarily resident in the Province for the six 
months immediately preceding the date of  the writ (on 
or before March 16, 2009); and
	
be ordinarily resident in the electoral district on ordinary 
polling day October 20, 2009.

 

The Elections Act 
states that: 
“The place where a person is ordinarily resident is the 
place that has always been, or that has been adopted 
as, the person’s dwelling place and to which the person 
intends to return when away.”  
	
A person can only have one place where they are ordinarily 
resident, and to change their ordinary residence a person 
must leave one place with the intention of establishing a new 
ordinary residence in another place. Temporary absence from 
the place where you are ordinarily resident does not cause 
your residence to change.

 
 

Am I “ordinarily  
resident”?
For the most part, people only live in one place, and that is 
where they are ordinarily resident. Determining where you are 
ordinarily resident should be relatively easy in most cases. 
 
 
 

 
Students are sometimes unsure of their  
“ordinary residence”
Students attending post-secondary institutions away from 
their family home are often uncertain where they are ordinarily 
resident.  
	
Many students are away from their family home for the first 
time and this is the first time they have had to consider where 
they are ordinarily resident.
	
A student’s intention is relevant in determining their ordinary 
residence, and is an important consideration in cases where a 
student is residing in temporary student accommodations. If 
a student has adopted Nova Scotia as their home and has no 
other ordinary residence to which they intend to return, they 
are ordinarily resident here.  However, if a student intends to 
return to a permanent home elsewhere at the end of their stay 
in Nova Scotia, they are likely residents of that other place.
	

It is your responsibility to  
determine whether you are 
or are not ordinarily resident.

For more information, 
please call the  
Returning Office:

In the Electoral District of Inverness: 
1-866-970-1326

In the Electoral District of Antigonish: 
1-866-970-9211
	
Or, visit www.electionsnovascotia.ca
	




